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A WELCOME GREETING. 


BV ider D. H. Bilton. 

Hear the voices echo, on the baimy breeze, 
List the songsters singing in the ieafy trees. 

Tidings of rejoicings comes from near and 


Sending’ greeting to the ‘Southern 


‘Sainte and seers, and prophets, who have 
2e 
Gladi 
Go! the Father sends thee; God wir speed 


Hall all all shine bri tar,—m 
denger of light. FF 


lergen g Eiders han thee, greet thee with 
Like Balm of Gilead” ig thine onward 
Chase away the darkness, penetrate the 
Lend the wand'rers on to brighter worlds 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 
| Elder J. A. Cornwall. | 


The gentleman whose portrait is here- 


with presented is Elder J. A. Cornwall, 
President of the Louisiana Conference. 
He was born at Mill Creek, Salt Lake 
County, on the 4th day of October, 1863. 
Here he remained with his parents, work- 
ing on the farm and attending public 
schools during the winter. 


until the fall of 1886, when he married 
and started in life for himself. On the 
‘7th of October, 1887, wis employed as 
teacher in one of the public schools, which 
occupation he continued to follow till 


called to take a mission to the Southern 
States. On August 20th, 1896, leaving | 
his home and family, arriving in Chatta- 
‘nooga five days later. Met with the El- , 


ders ‘of the Mississippi and Louisiana 


Conferences conjointly on the 28th and 


2th of August. At the close of the Con- 
ference was assigned to labor in the 
Louisiana Conference. Entered East 


Baton Rouge Parish, September 11. Lab- 


ored as a canvassing Eider until June 


6th, 1807, When he was appointed Presi- 
dent, with Joseph E. D. Tomlinson, or 


Heber City, Utah, and R. E. Caldwell, 


of Salt Lake City, as eounselors. Thus 
organised: he labored until January 23d, 


| 1897, when Apostles F. M. Lyman and 


ft thie earth, | 
watch and bless thee, in thy early 


| He also at- 
tended the Brigham Young Academy dur- | 
ing the winter months only, of 1879 and 
1880, and contiued working on the farm 


R. Jones, manager of the Victoria Lum- 
der Company, Eider Cornwall took up 
headquarters at their place of business. 


Mathias S. Cowley, with President Kim- 
ble, visited the Conference. As Elder 
Tomlinson had been released, Elder Ar- 
thur Dall, of Goshen, Utah, was ap- 
pointed in his place. It was then the 
eustom to travel. With various compan- 
ions he has traveled over a great portion 
of the State, visiting the Elders and help- 
ing to pioneer the work in that field. At 
the Louisiana Conference last July both 
his counselors were released to return 
home. Elders R. S. Hunt, of Weber, 
Utah, and J. C. Larsen, of Cove, Utah, 


ELDER J. A. CORNWALL, 
President of the Louisiana Conference. 


were appointed in their stead, and are 
his present counselors. : 

It was the instructions at the July Con- 
ference for the Conference President to 
permanently locate at some suitable head- 
quarters. Accordingly, on the 8th of 
August, through the kindness of Mr. John 


Before leaving his home he held several 
ecclesiastical positions, such as Assistant 


Superintendent in the Sunday School, 


Ward Clerk, member of the Ward corpo- | 
ration, etc. 

Since coming down he has been called 
to mourn the loss of one of his children. 

Elder Cornwall has shown commenda- 
ble energy in his duties as President of 
the Louisiana Conference. He numbers 
his friends legion and he carries with 
him the esteem of all his associates and 
the entire Conference, also of the Mission 
Presidency. His reports show a pains- 
taking care in detgil, and when he re- 
turns to his loved ones next month he 
will carry with him the love and esteem 
of all with whom he has had any deal- 


ings. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


The Martyrdom of Joseph Standing. 
By Elder John Nicholson. 
(Continued from last week.) 

When the inquest was concluded, a 
momentous question was broached by 
he coroner. He said: What is to be 
done with the body?” 

Not a soul responded, and an unbroken 
silence pervaded the party for several . 
minutes. No one appeared willing to take 
the risk of becoming by the performance 
of a humane and friendiy act, a probable 
victim of anti- Mormon“ hate and ven- 
geance. It was a trying and critical 
moment for poor Rudger, who stood ap- 


| parently alone and friendless in a strange 


country. under circumstances of a most 
perplexing as well as sorrowful charac- 
ter. Of course he tould say nothing. 


There was one man who had stood by 
him thus far. Had his friendship faded? 
As this reflection passed through Rudger’s 
mind that same person—the noble and 
generous-hearted Holston— broke the still- 
ness and said: Take the body to my 
house.“ 

A large, wide plank was procured from 
an adjacent deserted cabin. Upon this 
the corpse was laid. Four pieces of wood 
were placed under the board. so that eight 
men could carry the inanimate burden. 
Rudger, the coroner and Mr. Holston were 
among the pall-bearers who carried this 
rude, extemporized bier. The others were 
promiscuous persons who had gathered. 
to the spot from curiosity. . 
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the burden. 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


By this time the sad procession were 
ready to march through the woods it was 
dark. They had moved but a short dis- 
tance until the gloom was impenetrable. 
There was no symptom of a breeze; not 
even enough to stir a leaf. Nothing was 
heard but the dull tramp, tramp of the 
bier-bearers, and the resounding echo 
of their foot-falls which were neces- 
sarily regular to maintain the balance of 
The sombre nature of the 


whole incident was painful in the ex- 


treme, and especially so to him who was 


helping to bear the body of his murdered 


0 


dv you propose to make of the corpse 


7 


friend, brother and companion. 
This monotoous gloom was suddenly 


relieved by the human voice. The coroner 


addressed Rudger: “What disposition 

„ intend to take it home to Utah.” 

“J think such an idea is preposterous. 
I do not believe you could find a railway 
company who would give you transpor- 
tation for it, and even if you did they 
would probably throw it off somewhere on 
the road, It appears to me that the bet- 
ter way would be to bury the body here, 
and then, in the course of two or three 
years, the bones could be taken up and 
renrov ed to any point that might be de- 
sir 

* view the matter quite differently,“ 
was the resolute response. I feel that 
the spirit of Elder Standing would never 
be satisfied to have his body buried where 
he was murdered. He would prefer to 
be laid away in the land where his friends 
and kindred dwell. I should feel so if I 
were in his place, and I intend doing 
in regard to him as I would wish should 
be done by me under similar circum- 
stances.” 

This ended the conversation, and the 
bearers of the body soon reached Mr. 
Holston’s house. 

A rude support was constructed in the 


‘front yard of the premises, and on this 


the plank upon which the body lay was 


placed. 


At this juncture a new difficulty pre- 
sented itself—no person present knew any- 
think about preparing a corpse for the 
casket. In this dilemma Rudger, who 
had never had the slightest experience in 
that line, was under the necessity of un- 
dertaking the task. 

A tallow .candle was procured and 
placed near the head of the body. A ves- 
sel of warm water was brought and with 
these materials and some cloths Rudger 
proceeded with the melancholy and dis- 
tressing work before him. It was a diffi- 
cult duty, as the blood that had flowed 
from the wounds was spread over the 
head, face and neck of the corpse and had 
dried into a thick crust, the hair being 
all clogged and matted. ‘This labor of 
love and friendship occupied a full hour, 


_ the operator receiving no assistance or aid 


from the group of curious on-lookers, who 
stood around and gazed upon the wierd 
spectacle. | 

The scene must be largely left to the 
imagination of the reader. 
ents were unique as well as solemn. The 
deepest silence prevailed, the intense 
darkness was only relieved by the dull 


rays of a tallow candle, whose dim flicker 


revealed the ghastly face of the dead, 


and the sad and earnest countenance and 


form of the young man who was perform- 
ing some of the last offices of affection 
for his deceased friend. The awe-stricken 
spectators who were thrown into partial. 


freshing, because it was something new, 


sheriff a pretty good fellow, but was not 


| attraction and curiosity. He was plied 


Its constitu-. 


relief by the subdued light of the sickly 


dip. The huge trees, though scarcely 


perceptible, formed a fitting frame to the 
gloomy picture. Added to this were the 


furtive and fearful glances cast by the 
people into the dense darkness beyond, 
as if they anticipated that at any mo- 
ment the quiet of the place might be 
suddenly interrupted by an incursion of 
bloody-thirsty anti-“Mormon” mobocrats. 

Finally Rudger’s dreary task was fin- 
ished, the body was being washed, and 
clothed in clean garments.; A sheét was 
thrown over the corpse and = retired 
into the house. 


About this time the sheriff: of Whitfield 
county, accompanied by a deputy and 
posse, arrived from Dalton, a town of 
9,000 inhabitants, distant about twelve 
miles, This officer was a tall, sinewy 
man, of tawny complexion. His hair was 
turning grey, and he had the appearance 
of a person of about 50 years of age. 
He was exceedingly demonstrative and 
made strong professions of interest in 
Rudger. To the latter this was quite re- 


for even Mr. Holston was not loud in his 
manif esta ions off friendliness. His 
friendship was evinced by acts more than 
words. Altogether Rudger thought the 


favorably impressed by his deputy, a 
short, dumpy man, approaching middle 
age, who was quite reserved. 


Said the sheriff: ‘Mr. 8 I very 
much regret that such a cold-blooded 
murder should have happened in my 
county. I assure “you that every possi- 
ble effort will be made to capture the 
perpetrators and bring them to justice.” 

The officer was informed of the fact 
that seven of the assassins had been seen 
traveling with hot haste toward the 
Tennessee border. 


The posse then left, and, as it was ap- 
proaching midnight, Rudger retired to 
rest after passing through an experience 
in one brief day that has but few par- 
allels in individual history. He slept 
in undisturbed soundness until the blaze 
of the following had appeared in the full 
flush of its brilliance. 

A cursory examination revealed the fact 
that Elder Standing’s body had begun 
to decompose. Rudged at once set out 
for Dalton to obtain a metallic casket. 
He had on a former occasion visited that 
place in company with his late deceased 
companion, the news of whose assassina- 
tion was well-known throughout the town. 
It caused a profound sensation, and Rud- 
ger, being recognized, was a center of 


with questions and advice on every hand.. 
He was advised-strongly not to return to 
the vicinity of Varnell’s to get the body, 
as those who thus counseled him believed. 
if he did his life would be taken. The 
reply to all this was that he should go in 
any event, no matter as to the risk he 
might run. 

Rudger had no mdney, but the under- 
taker let him have the casket. and for- 


warded it by conveyance to Holston’s, he 
by rail to Utah, where Rudger arrived in 


taking the young man’s word that he 
would obtain means for payment within 
a few days. Accordingly he telegraphed 
to Benedict, Hall & Co., of New York, 
for $200, which was promptly furnished; 
with the assurance from that firm that 
they could be commanded for any fur- 
ther amount that might be needed. 
Rudger, accompanied by an employe of. 


‘the undertaker’ 8, -tolowed the casket in 
a buggy. On the way he related the cir- 
cumstances of the murder to his com- 
panion. He soon questioned his own 
prudence in doing this, as the narrative 
so excited that individual that he be- 
came almost panle-stricken. Frery now 
and then he would lean out of the ve- 
hicle and peer into the woods and along 
‘the road. He seemed to take every clump 
for a group of anti- Mormon“ mobbers 
in ambush, and each bare and projecting 
Umb of à blighted tree seemed in his 
eyes to take the form of a shotgun. His 
exclamations erstwhile. were in n 
with his movements. 

Holston's was reached ae about five 

o'clock in the evening. Th dy was 
soon enclosed in the metallic casket, and 
the undertaker’s employe tnt: for the 
place from whence he came. 

Next morning it was erb that a 
fearful stench emitted from the casket, 
not only showing that decomposition was 
advancing rapidly, but also that the case 
was not hermetcally sealed, Thid 
necessitated the conveyance of the body 
to Dalton for re-enclosure. To accomplish 
this the services of a team, wagon and 
driver and a couple of scouts, were en- 
gaged. The latter were on foot and 
walked about ten or fifteen rods ahead 
of the wagon containing the corpse. 
Rudger rode on the vehicle in company 
with the driver. 

The employment of scouts was a pre- 
cautionary measure against a sudden sur- 
prise as the road to dalton passed 
through Varnell’s station, the vicinity 
where Standing’s murderer’s resided. — 

When within about a half of a mile 
of Varnell’s, Badger said to the team- 
ster: | 
“Are you armed a 

“Yes,” was the meek response, the 
driver at the same time producing from 
the pocket of his coat a very innocent 
looking weapon in the shape of a: pistol 
a few inches long, of the pepper-box pat- 
tern, and of an antiquated appearance 
generally. 

The harmless aspect. of this article, 


| which was barely entitled to be designated 


a firéarm, caused Rudger to smile. Being 
the most formdiable weapon within reach, 
however, he borrowed it, got out of the 
wagon and tramped through the woods, 
so as to give Varnell’s as wide a berth 
as practicable. while the team went 
straight on. Notwithstanding the puny 
character of the pepper-box, in making 
that circuit he derived some comfort from 
its temporary possession, and marched 
along with it in his e cocked and 
ready for action. 

Dalton was reached in safety. The un- 
dertaker. instead of removing the body 
from the case in which it was enclosed, 
simply made a very large one, placed the 
other in it and filled the intervening space 
with cinders and dust from a locomotive. 
This material being heavy, the combined 


weight of the body and casing was thus 


increased to nearly 900 pounds. 
In this shape the corpse was el 


charge of it on the first day of August, 
1879. The news of the tragedy had 
created a deep sensation in the commu- 
nity of Latter Day Sainte, At Ogden a 
brass band, an organized body of mem- 
bers of the Young Men’s Improvement 
| Associations, and a multitude of other 


people awaited the arrival at the depot 
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of that town. In Salt Lake also a con- 
course of people had assembled at the 
Utah Central railway atation. By the 
time Rudger and his sacred charge 
reached that point, however, night had 
cast its sombre mantle over the city of 
the Saints, and the body of the youthful 
martyr: was taken directly to the office 
of Sexton Taylor. 
‘The obsequies were conducted in the 

Tabernacle on Sunday, August 3d, in 
the presence of about 10,000 people. The 
speakers on the occasion were President 
John Taylor re President George Q. 
Cannon. 

The body was mtr in the Salt Lake 
City cemetery, the same day. 

(To be continued.) 


‘Branch Conference—Florida. 
By Bider Mark R. Kertctmer, 


Sanderson, Baker County, -Fla:, Jan. 
23.—The members of the branch and 
neighboring friends met at 10 a. m. The 
following Elders being present: 

President, Charles G. Parker, his coun- 
selors, R. M. Robinson and George W. 
Skidmore: Superintendent of Sabbath 
Schools Elias A. Gee, and Elders Mark 
HE. Kartchner, Preston A. Bushman, W. 
J. Shakespear and E. L. Pomeroy. 

After the regular opening exercises 
President Parker stated the purpose of 
the conference and desired that all unite 
in striving to gain knowledge pertaining 
to eternal life. 

Elder William x. ‘Shakespear gave a 
general review of the gospel plan, in con- 
nection with the question: “What shall 
we do to be saved?” 

Elder George W. Skidmore made plain 


the fact that all should be in possession. 


of the Holy Ghost in order to know, as 
Peter, that Jesus is “Christ, the Son of 
the living God.“ 

Elder Pomeroy gave convincing evi- 
dence that the gospel as taught by the 
Latter Day Saint Elders is the power of 
God unto salvation. 

The afternoon service convened at 2 
p. m. 

Elder P. A. Bushman humbly testified 
to the truthfulness of the gospel. 

Elder R. M. Robinson proved the nec 
essity of continued revelation. He traced 
a number of ancient prophecies to their 
fulfillment in the latter days. 

Superintendent E. A. Gee explained that 
the Elders obtained their positive knowl- 
edge of the gospel in successive steps, and 
that this can only be obtained by first 
complying with the simpler ordinances. 
Sunday Morning, 10 A. M.—Session of 
the conference was devoted to the inter- 
ests of the Sunday school, presided over 
by Superintendent Elias A. Gee. 

The following interesting programme 
was rendered, showing much credit to 
members of the school and local superin- 
tendency; 


1, Address—H. L Wester, 


ent of the school. 
2. Concert Recitation of the Articles of 
Faith—Primary class. | 


3. Children’s Song „ 


ate class. .. 

4. Essay—Opportunity—Miss_ _ Adaline 
Canova. 

Song The Mormon Bor-Alonzo 
Canova. 


6. Answers to 88 in ee 
and 4 received. It has niceiy balanced 


Church history by intermediate class. 
7. Song—In Our — Deseret—Pri- 
mary class. 


8. Heb. 11: 1-16 read by James R. Tar- 
rell. 
9. Biography—- Joseph Smith— Thomas 


R. Canova. 


10. Song Bees of Deseret Primary 
class. 

11. Bible and Book of Mormon Reading 
Sth chapter of Matthew and 12th chapter 
of II Nephi, showing the familiar spirit 
existing between the two books—Interme- 
diate class. | 

12. Quartette—Heaven Is My Home— 
Misses Aladine and Kittie Canova and 
Elders Mark E. Kartchner and R. M. 
Robinson. 

Superintendent E. A. Gee, in his 
closing remarks thanked those who had 
assisted in the exercises, and extended 
an invitation for all to enroll their names. 

At the close of the Sunday school ex 
ercises President Parker conducted ‘a 
priesthood meeting with the Elders and 
instructed them concerning their duties. 

Superintendent E. A. Gee was honora- 
bly released from his labors in the Sun- 
day schools of Florida, as President Par- 
ker deemed it wisdom, and called him 
to another responsible position. Elder 
Mark E. Kartchner was sustained in his 
stead. 

Afternoon Session, 2 P. M—Oh, My 
Father, sang by the congregation. 


Elder E. L. Pomeroy spoke concerning 


the persecution of the Saints, proving 
that such is the heritage of “all who 
live godly in Christ Jesus.”’ 

Elder Mark E. Kartchner admonished 
the Saints to store their minds with 
knowledge concerning the scripture, that 
they might evade the deception of men. 
He brought out many characteristics of 
the primitive church, proving at the same 
time their actual existence in church of 
Jesus Christ of today. 

Elder George W. Skidmore referred to 
the prophesy of Isa 2: 2-4, and Micah 4: 
1-2, and bore strong testimony to its ful- 
fillment, as is evidenced by the present 
location of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints. He demonstrated the 
similarity of conditions that existed in 
the days of Paul with those of today, and 


that the same truths are being taught by 


our living prophets, that were taught by 
those who are now dead. 

President Parker indorsed the sayings 
of the preceding speakers and testified 
that all who heard such testimonies would 
have them to meet in the day of judg- 
ment. 

He thanked all for their interest and 
aid in making the conference a success. 

Besides the regular meetings of the 
conference, meetings were held every 
night, the time being occupied by Presi- 
dent Parker and Elders M. E. Kartchner, 
W. J. Shakespear and E. A. Gee. 


The office is in receipt of a commun 
cation from Elder James E. Brown, of 
Riter, Utah, enclosing money for the Star, 
he incidentally remarks: Guess youuns 
didn’t know I was married, did you?’ 
The Star will have to plead ignorance as 
to this rather unusual fact and also the 
name of the unfortunate—ah, fortunate 
young lady. The Star is pleased to con- 
gratulate Elder Brown and a—ah, the 
young lady also. : 


We find our stock of No. 7 Star is 
short. We are thankful for the Nos. 3 


our stock. Don’t forget to send us No. 


7, if you have any extras. 


Among the Eldets. 
They Return Home. 


* 


Last week Elders George E. Hin ead’ 
Fred M. Michelson, both of Salt Lake 


City, hied themselves off for their dear. 
western home. They returned via Cincin- 
nati and Chicago, evidently desiring to see 
how the thermometer looks when dancing 
below zero after two summers in the 
Sunny South. Elder Hill spent the 
greater portion of his time in the North 
Alabama conference where he labored 
until last June, when he was called to 
the office to attend to the stenographic 
work, being an expert in shorthand and 
typewriting. His labors here have given 
the utmost satisfaction and his ever-pleas- 
ant smile will have to devolve. on 
Elder Woolley along with the other multi- 
tudinous duties lately borne by him. 
Elder Michelson has been in charge of 
the .books for the past three months, suc- 
ceeding Elder McDonald last September. 
While laboring in the field he slipped and 
in falling severely twisted his right knee, 
thus disabling him from walking, but ‘he 
pluckily held on until he found himself 
absolutely unfit for walking, and in 
November responded to a call to come to 
the office and “rest up.” His ambitious 
isposition to work soon cropped out, how- 
ever, and soon he was installed as book 
keeper which labor was attended with 


signal credit, but his knee persisted in re- 
maining stiff and recently, on the advice 


of the doctor, he was released to return 
home, where the very best care and at- 
tention can be given him, and avoid hav- 
ing a stiff knee joint for life. 

Both brethren returm home with the 
espect and.love of those placed over them 
as well as their associates in the office, 
and also have that best of all documents, 
honorable releases. ae 

Changes. 25 

Elder John M. Bunker, of ‘Bunkerville, 
Nevada, las been called to take charge 
of the Kentucky conference, vice Elder 
Woolley resigned, responding to a call to 
the office. Elder Bunker is well qualified 
for the position, having traveled with the 
presidency a great portion of the time. 
The Star will likely’ publish his portrait 
in a few weeks. 

Elder J. H. Willis, of. 8 Ari- 
zona, has been installed as president of 
the South Alabama conference succeding 
Elder Pratt, honorably released. Eider 
Willis will make a good president and 
reports from that conferencé may be 
looked for with keen interest. 

The new commissary clerk for this of- 
fice since Elder Hyidahl was inetalled as 
bookkeeper is Elder A. R. Whitehead of 
St. George. Elder Whitehead has been 
laboring in the Kentucky conference until 
called in, for this position. He has had 
an extensive experience in the work re- 
quired for the position and Elders may 
look for their orders to receive prompt 
and careful attention. . 


Elder William M. Irvin, of Freemont, | 


Col., came in last Saturday from home 
prepared for a two or three year’s mission 


service. He was assigned to labor in the 


Florida conference. Ider Irvin will un 
doubtedly do some effective work as he 
seems to be of a very mature mind on the 
labors devolving on him. 

To Conference Presidents. 

We have repeatedly haste in 
making your reports. ou want 
your conference left out in the annual 
Mission Report? This means those who 
have failed. Now, brethren, please at- 
tend to this AT ONCE and greatly re- 
— the annoyance that — herea- 

uts. 
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Elders and contributors will please furn- 
ish but one name to communications for 
publication. The Star usually places the 


name of the writer under the head and 
‘cannot, consistently, print that it was 


written by more than one person. 


Some of the Elders laboring in the 
field (not of this mission, however,) have 
been issuing recommends to the Temple. 
In case any of our Elders should consider 
this is within their province to do se 
we inform them it is not. This is a 
matter that can only come up before one 
who knows the life and faith of the re- 
cipient, and has the authority such as a 
Bishop holds to give recommends in a reg- 
ularly organized ward. 


eae ty shall come to pass, 
that the mountain oi 
the house of the Lord shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and it shall be ex 
alted above the lills; and people shall flow 
into it,” says the Prophet Micah in his 
fourth chapter. It is a peculiar fact to 
which all of our Elders bear witness, as 
soon as a convert is made the spirit of 
gathering is immediately manifest. Yes, 
at times, even before a thorough con- 
version takes place, our friends begin to 
wish they lived in the top of the moun- 
tains,” where the Lord shall establish 
‘His house.” In this idea the Elders 
should, and usually do encourage. In 
the early past the doctrine of gather- 
ing“ was taught just as forcibly as was 
that of faith, repentance, etc. The condi- 
tions in those days were ripe for urging 
the doctrine, particularly in its temporal 
phase. There were unlimited acres of ara- 
ble land to be taken up; a demand for all 
classes of labor, from the skilled artisan 
to the field hand or street laborer, and 
the colonizer was in particuler high favor. 
Soon, however, the country ‘became 
settled up and later it was found to be 
unwise to urge the saints to pull up and 
emigrate as soon as they joined the 
church. 
The great difficulty heretofore has been 
our Elders have spent years of valuable 
time as well as money in obtaining con- 
verts to the faith, many of whom have 
emigrated to the west and in a new and 
strange land been left, to a great extent, 
to shift for themselves. ‘his has, in a 
measure, created discouragement and dis- 
appointment 
Instances have been cin! recently, 


| wherein people have left the southern 


states for the west and soon after, on 
account of disappointment in obtaining 
employment, returned home very much 
dissatisfied with not only the climate and 
the people, but even the gospel, and be- 
come apostates. 

Elders, no doubt, find many whose 


ardor to gather with the Saints is most 


commendable and whose faith may be 
unquestioned, but all phases of the sub- 
ject should be carefully weighed. Are they 
financially able, will their ability stand 
the test of competition, are they physi- 
cally able to withstand the change, do 
they realize that Zion is not in that per- 
fect condition that some are prone to 
believe exists? When all these questions 
ean be answered in the affirmative, then 
the spirit of gathering will prove a bless- 
ing to them.‘ 


The Elders are advised to not urge the 
people to break up their homes and emi- 
grate to Zion until they have at least 
had some experience in the gospel, labor- 
ing in a local capacity in the branches: 
where they joined the church, By ob- 


accomplished: first, they will get this ex- 


UT in the last day it 


serving this counsel two enas may ne 


perience, thus better grounding them in 
the faith and immuring them against 
temptation and trials whieh are the lot 
of those who emigrate without these safe 
guards; and, second, by remaining here 
they can be of incalculable assistance to 


the Elders who are laboring in the work. 
Moreover, the exan.ple usuaHy set by 


and prove to the world the godly attri- 
sermons that can be preached. 

things to contend with by remaining 
believing world. It is, no doubt, hard to 
live down the prejudices that prevail, but 
when it is done the greater will be the 
contrast, especially when that meek: and 


lowly spirit is shown that characterizes 
the teachings of our Elders. 


tricts of Zion; the people are different, 


Again, it is somewhat difficult to ob- 


of faith. 


to urge general emigration—rather urge 


they gain experience and prove the ex- 


ment in their lives; such as will prove to 
the world that our teachings are to the 


and tribulations that are the lot and 
portion of followers of Christ. Then as 
they gain this experience and they prove 


they are strong in the faith and are fa- . 
miliar with the character of the work, . 


and what they will have to meet when 
they shall go to Zion, then they will be 


meet in a new country. 
The Lord will give those who dine 


the gospel honestly and sincerely ample 


time to escape the judgments that. are. 


in heart of their neighborhood. We do 
not desire our Elders to permit the idea 
to prevail that the gathering of saints 


| has a suspended. It is a doctrine of 
the pel, and just as binding as it 
ever was, but its unwise application has 
created some evils that should be cate- 
fully considered, and great care exercised 


in advising or urging saints to ee ee 
— ä—⅛¼— 


to ask his wages. 


true converts does more to allay prejudice 
bntes of our teachings than the best 
It is true there may be many unpleasant | 


here amid the jeers and jibes of the un- 


It must be remembered the climate is 
very different in the mountainous dis- 


customs vary and, in fact, all the condi- 
tions are different to those which sur- 
round them in their southern homes. 


tain employment; all of which tend to 
create dissatisfaction and some times loss 5 


Therefore, we do not advise our Elders if 


the saints to remain and assist in the : 
organization of local branches, and as 


tent of their faith by earnest improve- 


improvement and higher attainment of. 
life; also to prove their ability to with⸗ 
stand the wiles of Satan and the trials 


better prepared for the trials they will 


to be poured out upon the wicked, and 
His protecting arm can be counted on 
just as surely here as in Zion; especially 3 
when saints are counseled to remain and 
assist in the conversion ot the honest 


He who serves well need have no fear i 
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THE EDITOR. 
see their articles appear they should not take 
offense. It may be due to several 
causes; a very good one being lack of 
space, another possibly lack of merit. In 
either case we feel the excuse is a good 
one and shall proceed to show why: 
One of our contributors has recently 


sent in the following: . 


Please soften up the hard spots and: smooth 


the rough omes down, | 
And put the punctuations in where’er 
they should: be found: 
And as for spelling, of course. it’s” wrong, 
Fon see; 
Right them please, for I don’t boast of my 
orthography. 


We published the piece that. accom- | 


panied his suggestion after. coniplying | 
with his request and will take this little 


jingle for our text this week. It is 
thought by a great many that the life of 


an editor is one of never ending bliss— | 


nothing much to do but read exchanges 


and turn over to the printer the brain 


efforts of others, i. e., let our correspon- 
dents fill the columns, 

If some of our contributors. only knew 
how much labor there often is to “soften 
down” some of the “hard spots“ that 
come in they would either go out of the 
business or assist ye editor in locating 
not only the punctuations“ but also 
many of the ideas sought to be conveyed. 
Correspondents can make a paper the 
best of its kind, or can almost damn it. 
Thus far we have had naught but com- 
mendation for our Star, from newspapers 
and correspondents, with but two excep- 
tions; these have been criticisms on our 
selection of poetry. In both instances our 


critics have been gentlemen well up in 


the literary. world, men whose opinions 
cannot be. disregarded. 7 
The following is an excerpt from one 


friend whose appreciation is expressed in 


this wise: 

“I was pleased: with the somthin con- 
tained in the copy you sent me, with the 
7 exception of article entitled * * *& 
You will permit me to offer criticisms. 
upon the said artiele, for I do so with the 
best feelings for the success of the Star. 
This article will not add. to the high 
standard which you wish to establish for 


the Southern Star,.from a literary stand- | 


point. The thought it contains, if pro- 
duced in good prose; would be all right, 
but as a poetic effusion it will lessen re- 
gard for the paper and bring upon you 
harsh criticigm—and, as I think, justly 


so, too. Sacred themes de- 


mand the highest standard of literary 
merit when aimed to be handled with 
poetie measure or dressed in the beautiful 
garb, of poesy. Otherwise let good old 
common sense prose perform its mission 
of bearing testimony to the world of a 


Gospel restored.” 


We * the fact that the masses 


| | spondents who have sent 
in poetry or prose do not 


of the people are not so sensitive to little 
incongruities or ambiguities of the Eng- 
lish language as are those who have at- 
tained the high position held by this gen- 
tleman and also the other one who sug- 
gested that we exercise greater care in 
our choice of poetry. 

Now we earnestly desire all those who 


have poetjcal talent to try and measure 
| their ability by authors of some renown. 


After preparing a piece for publication 
‘great care should be taken to scan every 
line, every sentiment and almost every 
word, for words may be likened to the 
brick in a structure—one defective brick 
sometimes condemning an entire building. 
Compare your poem with one of recog- 
nized - n. Our hymn books and lit- 
erature are replete with merit of the high- 
est order, and such will always bea gauge 
that will satisfy the masses, if uot the 
most critical. of our readers. We sincere- 
ly trust nothing has been said in this arti- 
cle that will be considered harsh in any 
wise, but only for the best interests of 
the Star and they also. 

President Rich is very desirous that all 
our Elders.should contribute articles for 
publication; furthermore, believes all are 
not born poets. He feels that the Elders 
should not try to do anything that is ab- 
solutely out of their sphere, particulariy 
if the Star is to be made to suffer there- 
by. Neither does he wish to smother any 
unborn talent that may be lying dormant. 
The Star is our own paper, and where 
merit exists among the Elders the Star 
should be the means to exhibit or bring it 
out. So we hope our brethren will not 
feel hurt if some of their effusions meet 
an untimely grave in the waste basket. 


Some of the Elders in the field make a 
practice of throwing away the invoices 
that acccmpany their goods without keep- 
ing a memorandum of the amount and 
soon their mind is in a whirl as to how 
their account stands at the office; then 
they sit down and write for an itemized 
statement. They should realize that we 
have in this office about 600 separate 
accounts, the greater part of which are 
with the Elders in the field and of whom 
it is expected they will each keep their 
own account. This can easily be done by 
the exercise of a little care and thus 
lessen the arduous labors of our already 


— 


The Truth’s Reflex, : Dudlished monthly 
by the Southwestern States Mission of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, has been received. The salutatory 
says it will represent the interests of the 
Latter-Day Saints in .mission work, de- 
signed more especially for the Southwest- 
ern States Mission to aid the little band 
of faithful, zealous Elders in the pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
among the inhabitants of the eee 
states and territories. 

The Star welcomes the Reflex among 


its exchange and wishes it every deserved 
success. 


HOW | FIRST HEARD THE GOSPEL. . 


‘Migs Leonore Pervis. 
Written for The Southern Star. 
Monteveda, Fla., Jan. 15, 1899. 

I have found through the course of life 
a good plan to keep our present thoughts 
durable when reflecting over our past is 
to think of those hours we in memory 
regard as days of intrinsic value, of those 
places where visitations of the best were 
vision and realities to our domain, where 
beauty was without a mar and joy with- 


out a sorrow. “Yet this cannot always” 


—says some one—“ be done since every 
rose must have its thorn and every light 
its sadow.” True, but we can endeavor 
at all times to think and do our best, and 
as I have adopted this as the course of 
my retiections, I find tonight my thinking 
faculties are plying their busy wheels, as 
it were, in reviewing those scenes and 
events incidental to my hearing and ac- 
cepting the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as is 
being told by the humble “Mormon El- 
ders” now traversing our land from city 
to forest; from islands of the sea to the 


‘European in his home; the Egyptian in 


his tent. to the Arabian in his hovel. 


Like the tireless pilgrims these ambas- 
sadors are they move on, the more op- 
posed the standard they carry, the higher 


their banner is raised; the more shadowed 


by falsehood the light they bear, the 
brighter their scepter gleams; and Zion’s 
task is being finished, her glorious work 
accomplished. 

Thus in their work of gathering out the 
righteous they chanced to take South 
Florida in their rounds. And it is of this 
chancing and things relative thereto I 
wish to write tonight. 

In the eastern part of this, Hillsborough 
county, Fiorida, my father’s farm is sit- 


uated. On the western side of this farm 


and within easy reach of his “‘casa” flows 
a lovely little creek, or more properly 
called by we natives, branch,“ which, in 
my mind’s eye, is outrivalled by no other 
spot in Florida, if not the world, for 
scenery and solititude, and besides that, 
that which makes this lovely spot doubly 


dear to me is, through childhood’s golden 


hours this was my favorite haunt, my re- 
treat from all places perplexing—my sure 
friend in time of trouble. 

Consequently during the hot blustery 
days of March, 1898, when I found my 
nervous system completely worn out, I re- 
paired to this confidential friend of my 
bosom to seek redress for weary watching 
at the bedside of a very sick uncle, to 
find balm for my grieved and agitated 
mind. After listening to its pleasant 
prattle, neath the shades of its tall pro- 
tecting bowers—the magnolia, maple, 
pine, sweet gum, hickory—each clad in 
her mantle of spring verdure and adorned 
by the clinging folds of that beautiful 
Southern article, the gray Spanish 
moss,” so profuse in Florida—after find- 
ing that balm“ I was always sure to 
find when in such good company I return- 
ed to the house. Never dreaming of the 
startling event that had occurred since I 
quitted that roof for shelter more quiet. 
Everything was in a commotion. Evi- 
dently “something had happened.” I 
quickened my pace, and on reaching the 
threshold was greeted with this exclama- 
tion from my father: O, Lee,“ you've 
missed half your life“ This intelligence 
was startling, but so unlike the nature I 


had expected I could afford to answer . 


almost complacently: Well, if that’s half, 
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may the other half go just like it!’ Now 
by this response I would not have anyone 
think me minus of that chief make-up in 


all Mother Eve's daughter's curiosity. 


1 have my share of that mixture, and 
sometimes I think more than a share. 
Yet this was so unexpected} I had never 
dreamed of these monsters (7) invading 
our domain! But to confirm father’s 
statement and mother’s intensely agitated 
manner, there lay on the center-table the 


literature they had left for our perusal. 


1 crossed the room, picked it up and read 
aloud: Friendly Discussion, by Ben E. 
Rich.“ How obnoxious it all seemed then 


to my ignorant and incomprehensive 


mind! How since have I blessed and 
asked God to shower blessings on the 
head of him who gave to the world that 
little beacon of light which has resulted 
in the salvation of so many souls! While 
1 looked on in contemptious silence, 
father was rattling away in his good old 
“cracker” style: O, they're fine looking 
men! Not at all like the men I expected 
to see! And moreover they are going to 
preach in the Methodist Church tonight, 
and John Bryan“ —4 lay member in that 
church—“ has sent word that you attend 
and assist their choir in singing; then 
1 heard mother say under her breath: 
“She’ll do nothing of the kind.” Yet 
father, still undaunted by this remon- 
strance and my apparent indifference, 
clattered away: Who knows, maybe 
they are the right ones! Tou know 
Brother Richard has said they were all 
wrong so far as he knew, and he has 
been on the ‘straight road for over forty 
years, and a more persistent Bible 
scholar than he has been never lived, and 
here now, for him to make such a dying 
testimony, looks curious to me! Why he 
says he finds plenty things in the Bible 
that ought to be in the church, and plenty 
of things in the church that ought to be 
some where else!” This was in reference 
to my mother’s brother, who left the 
above statement after acting as preacher 
in the Baptist Church for many years. 
My mother and I did not seem to care 
about “right” or “wrong” churches just 
then, mrch to my father’s discomfiture, 
and he impatiently finished by adding: 
“Well, you can all examine those pam- 
_ phiets and pass your opinion if you want 
to, but as for me, Tm going to hear them 
preach, and if I find they are right I am 
going to”—but he never finished his sen- 
tence. Mother broke in indignantly: 
“You’re going to do what? Going to join 
that church did you say? No you're not 
going to do anything of the kind, and if 
you'll take my advice you'll let John 
Bryan and those men alone! He takes 
in with everything that comes along—no 
stability about him—and you're entirely 
too liberal for a Baptist!” Turning to 
me she queried: “‘Lee, do you intend to 
go with your father to listen at this 
heresy?” 
I replied: “Mother, can you ask such a 
question? Have not the laws of this, our 
beloved union, been trying to put down 
this sect for years? and our Christian in- 
stitutions termed them heathen? I am 
a Southerner; but by no means a rebel 
to truth and justice!“ 

Truth and justice! With what sinned 
and joy do I remember that I had to be- 
come one of that odious sect“ to be able 
to designate truth and justice from wrong 
and error! Had to be touched by the 
Master Hand before I could see in the 
perfection of others my own infirmities! 

The day wore on. I learned more about 


changers.” 


“Mormons” than I had ever known. 
Learned that they believed in doing what 
they believed in, that they were not hypo- 
critical as some folks are, and,. oh, how I 
wanted to go to church that night} 

True to his word father went, and I 
read “Discussion.” On his return he told 
me he had listened to the best sermon of 
his life. 
alphabets!” And as he related to me the 
circumstances connected witH their 
preaching my soul was filled with right- 
eous indignation, for it had ever beeh my 
pride to say that I was on the “under 
dog’s side” —to use a slang phrase. I had 
been hasty in my judgment of this peo- 
ple, but when I ask my friends to regard 
my haste from an “ignorant standpoint,” 
and tell them that I repented of my un- 
righteous words—previously uttered—I 
trust they will regard me in the lenient 
light they should. 

I was from that Soap. the Mormons’ 
friend, and every word that I could say 
in their behalf I was determined to utter. 
You see a goodly congregation had as- 
sembled at the Methodist church, but to 
their dismay, they found doors locked 
and windows bolted and nothing life-like 
within save the ghastly features of an 
old man, who ravingly said: No; those 
men can’t preach here. They believe in 
polygamy, Adam, God, laying on of 
hands, etc., ete., etc.” This in regard to 
their belief tickled the audience wonder- 
fully, the Elders joining in the laugh; and 


they all decided to repair to the school-. 


house before the old man in question had 
to return home to The Chattahoochee 
House.” 

The next evening I went with father to 


church. Mother did not offer much re- 


monstrance. On arriving at the Meth- 
odist Church, I found 'the boys,” those 
useful and indispensable articles, had 
contrived to gain an entrance to the 
church; but Mr. Rhodes, the protecting 


angel of that domain, was expected on 


the scene at any moment, and would drive 
us away like ever so many money- 
Before I entered the church 
a friend rushed up saying: Miss Pervis, 


allow me to present Elder Robbins.“ I 


raised my head and immediately extended 
my hand, for I beheld to my surprise a 
gentleman of the most perfect culture, 
and not a “bogie” as I had ignorantly 
supposed. I felt glad of the course I 1255 
made up my mind to take. 

I then entered the church, 144 ieee 
seated at the organ sat Elder Kartchner, 
playing Hail to the Man!” as serenely 
as if he was not surrounded by a house 
full of little girls who had donned their 
best stock and plume, given their hair 


an extra curl in order for a show off, and 


were busily commenting on the “man” 
and the music. Poor little girls! Not 
even yet have they learned that our true 
beauty is within us and all our outward 


embellishment but disfigurement! . 
- Presently, Mr. Rhodes arrived on the}. 


scene and addressing me while pointing 
with a cane at Elder Kartchner, asked: 
Is that a Mormon?’ Receiving an af- 
firmative reply, he ordered us all into the 
Baptist Church to hear that “persuasion 
discourse.” However, he seemed to have 
lost command, for the audience moved en 
masse to the school building, about fifty 
yards off from either of the two churches 
mentioned. As I saw those Elders fol- 
lowing along, seeming glad of any place 
in which to preach, these thoughts were 


Why they know Bible like 


the persecuted?” Are not these like . 
that ‘One’ who had not ‘where to lay his 
head?” I was more determined than. 
‘ever to hear them to the finish. 

Never can I forget the sermon presched 
that night! "T'was on repentance, and J] 


seem even yet to hear Elder Robbins 
voice as it sounded through that lowly — 


woodland and penetrated the ears of his 
audience in these words: “In those days 
God winked at ignorance, but now He 
‘commands all men everywehere to re- 
pent!” I quickly found out who the 
“ignorant” were, and to my shame I saw 
my ‘own poor little self in the van. I 
saw, too, the Hardshells“ leaving the 
house in a hurry, and I applied their 
‘hasty departure to their incapacity of 
hearing “sound doctrine.” I attended 
these meetings regularly, and then went 
over in Polk County to hear Elders 
Kartchner and Sedgwick warn the right- — 
eous to flee from the wrath to come. 1 
was very much struck by their manner of 


conducting service. There was no bom- 


bastic explosion of calling sinners to the 


altar, nor the relating of pitiful little 
yarns about a mother over yonder, or 


some sister who had just “crossed Jor- 
dan,” or worse, like Porter, editor of 
“The Florida Baptist Witness,” who, be- 

fore taking up a collection, tells of a little 


girl who had nothing else to give the 
Lord when the basket was passed so she 


gave her crutch. This is convincing evi- 
dence of Christianity! These “Mormon 


boys” confined themselves to “doctrine,” — 


as Paul admonished them to do, and told 


us of a Lord who wasn’t lame and didn't 
Though they traveled 


need a crutch. 
minus “purse and scrip,” Brother, pass 
around the hat,” was omitted; instead, 
they commanded men to “repent, believe 
and be baptized for the remission of sin, 


and they should receive the gift of the 


Holy Ghost!” Blessed were those Who 


obey this command. 
By this time it is elearly evident that 


1 was a “dry-land Mormon’ to the core. 


So when Elders Blood and Fenniger 
made their appearance they were heartily 
welcomed. Yet Satan had decreed that 
all should not be fair sailing this time. 


Consequently the Baptist brought out a 


man armed to the teeth with “John 
Eaton's Works.” On Saturday his text 


“Mormonism.” That night he 
couldn't find any other appropriate and he 


took the same one over. Fortunately his 
congregation was with the Elders and he 


didn’t do 
be continued.) 


Provo Enquirer. 
Elder George P. Garff, 1 has bet re- 


cently returned from missionary la‘bors 


to the Hawaiian Islands made the En- 
quirer a visit this morning. ‘The gentle- 


man is at present teaching school © at 


Wallsburs, Wasatch county. 


that they have only recently sent the 
name and address to their Conference 
President, who in turn must (or ha ve) 


waited for all to report before making ; 


up his list. As soon as names come in 
for the Star it is mailed. This is not. 
intended as a hint to not write and let it 
be known if the paper fails to arrive. 


Please do this, but give reasonable cenit 


for it to arrive. 


presented to my mind: “Are not these 


Many of the Elders are writing in to 
remind the Star that their paper to their 
home address is not going forgetting 
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Letters Epitomized. 


The Star is in receipt of an interesting 
letter from Hilder W. E. Stoddard, of the 
Kentucky Conference. He reports a very 
pleasant experience. since coming out 
Dec. 16, 1806, that the Lord has blessed 
his labors, and that he has not seen a 
sick day during the entire time spent. 
He reports the roads somewhat damp 
from high waters at present. | 


Eider Lawrence Peterson, ie 
dent of the South Alabama Conference 
Sunday Sch has written a beautiful 
pen picture of Sunday School located 
at Camden, Ala. One can almost imag- 
ine they were there, as each familiar part 
is delineated, all -indicating a good live 


organization in that neighborhood. -A baff 


Brother Smith“ is noted as furnishing 
a house in lien of an unfinished church 
in which to meet. A membership of 
twenty-five or thirty constitutes that 
branch. His picture indicates they have 
some good singers there, with some capa- 
ble person to teach and lead the singing. 
The Sacrament is made a pleasing fea- 
ture of the view and a good corps of 
teachers are shown to be there and strict- 
ly modern plans of imparting Biblical in- 
formation. Elder Peterson states that 
this is only one of the fifteen or sixteen 

schools, all of which are doing incalcula- 
ble good in the great cause of Christ. It 
is to be regretted that the whole text 
cannot be given, as space in the Star is 
getting so limited. 


— 

Sergeant F. L. Davis, of Ar‘zona, of 
Co. C, Ter Reg., U. 3. Vols., located at 
Camp Churchman, Georgia, is a member 
ot the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints, and writes interestingly of 
some of his experiences. He says: “I 
have been treated the best I could wish; 
-still they seem to think that a ‘Mormon’ 
ought to be like them in many of the evils 
that prevail among the boys.” He re- 
lates am instance that occurred last Oc- 
tober wherein a party of ladies were vis- 
iting their camp when in Lexington, Ky. 
They were talking with the captain about 
some of the ‘animals, etc., that are pecu- 
- liar to Arizona and the West, such as 
centipedes, rattlesnakes, tarantulas and 
‘Mormons, the latter particularly. “Had 
he ever seen one?” Of course I have,” 
said he, but the ladies would scarcely be- 
‘lieve him. So calling his orderly, sent 
for me. As I came up and saluted, te 
jocularly asked: How is the weather up 
there.“ I being six feet two inches tall 
and he a very short man. I replied: “Ex- 
cellent.” After dismissing me he asked 
them what they thought of “that young 
fellow.” They replied: “Why, he is the 
finest looking soldier in the regiment.” | 
“Well,” says the captain, he is a Mor- 
mon,“ and it was very difficult for him 
to convince them that a Mormon was not 
some kind of a “varmint” peculiar to the 


West; and now Sergeant Davis is trying 


to fortify himself against the good-na- 
tured railery of his companions as to 
which class of “reptiles”. he belongs. 


Eider James A. Kelly, or the Middle 
Tennessee Conference, has contributed an 
able article detailing the work of himself 
and ¢ompanions in Sumner County since 
September, 1898. He says: “The clouds 
of opposition have been very black; the 
‘sting of unjust criticism by the divines 


ot Christendom and the slimy. kiss of in- 
trom the hypocrite has 


25 to spice the pleasant experiences of mis- 


sionary life.“ He recites an experience 
in the northern part of the county as 
follows: 

. few weeks ago we came in north- 

aren of county, on the Louisville and 
Nashville railroad, and were greatly so- 
licitous of preachin but to secure a 
house we could net in the village; and 
remaining about several days the people 
would ask each other questions about 
those “notorious men and their business 
here, which in a short time we would 
hear from some friends we had met dur- 
ing our sojourn with them; among those 

whom we had became ingratiated with 
at the r was a merchant by the 
name of Berry; and after partaking of 

e noon-day meal we told the inhabitants 

the station we would hold services, 
using.the porch of a store as the. taber- 
nacie. At the commencement we were 
ed, not being accustomed to the sit- 
uation of our listeners, some in the road 
some on verandas, many about us, an 
our attitude on street corner preaching 
the Gospel of a crucified and risen Re- 
deemer, and why there should be a dis- 
semination of such truths made. 

After 3 the meeting the most 
important men the station came and 
wanted us. to and secure the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church” and continue 
1 This we did immediately, and 
succeeded in getting it for two meetings. 
Our services were well attended and those 
who were at first obstinate soon became 
interested in the principles as advocated, 
which were a surprise to them 

During our short stay in Mitchellville 
we disposed of several and made 
many good Gospel friends, who are glad 
to converse with us. 


Rockeastle, Ky., Jan. 29, 1390. 
der Lee Preston. 


Dear Brother: —I thought some of my 
experiences or rather what I have heard 
for myself might be interesting to the 
readers of the Star, so I submit the fol- 
lowing instances and you can decide 
whether they are worthy of a place in 
our valuable paper or not: 

Soon after landing in Grant’s Lick, 
Campbell County, Ky., April 27, 1898, 
and traveling with Elder W. H. Morrell, 
we met an old gentleman, about 80 years 
of age, Charles Pearson, who was an 
engineer on a steamboat running up and 
down the Mississippi river, by Navoo, 
III., at the time the Mormons were lo- 
cated there. He told us how the Mor- 
mons were ridiculed at that time and 
that every crime that was committed 
within forty miles was laid to the Mor- 
mons, yet there never was a Mormon 
convicted of any crimes that he heard 
of. He said one night while steaming up 
the river he could see the cannons flash- 
ing and hear the report of the guns, and 
at the next landing he heard that the 
Mormons were being driven from the 
State of Illinois by a mob. He said they 
went into Iowa and pitched their tents. 
Soon after he heard that there was a 
large flock of quails there in Mount Rose 
(I think), but he didn’t believe it, as he 
was acquainted with the country and 
there never had been any in that section; 
but one day he went up there, and to 
his surprise saw quails running all around 
like little chickens, and that people could 
go and pick them up, and he said it was 
“nana” as from God; that He was tak- 


children of Israel.. 

Since Dec. 27, 1808, Eider Geo. H. 
Lytle and myself have labored in Rock- 
castle County. While, preaching at Cal- 
loway school house we met a Mr. Adams, 
who told us of a vision or dream he had 


had. It was while a protracted meeting 


prise saw 


ing care of the Mormons, the same as the | Hale 


was being held in a Methodist Church 


close by. While laying vo his bed a per- 
3 “Apostle Paul,“ ared to him 
and old m not to Hg i em, as there 


was 3 lacking. He asked what 
it was that was lacking and was told that 
they should put on the whole armor of 
righteousness. It worried him and he 
awoke his wife and explained what he 
had seen, and in the morning related the 
same thing to a neighbor, but said there 
was more to come. While we were 
preaching at Pine Hill he heard of the 
\Mormons being there, and for curiosity 
come to hear us preach, and to his sur- 
“a man“ —Elder Geo. H. 
Lytle (who he said was like the person- 

age that warned him in every respect), 


home contented and highly pleased, and 
told his wife what he‘had seen and heard. 
He is now deeply interested in the Gospel 
of Christ and is investigating the same. 


Death of Elder Sampson 0. Hale. 
By Hider Lawrence Peterson. 
Provo, Monroe County, Ala. 

No doubt the ‘sudden death of Elder 
Sampson O. Hale will be a surprise to 
the Elders of South Alabama Conference 
as well as many Elders now in the West 
who have had the privilege of forming an 
acquaintance with him. 

Eider Hale was born April 18, 1862, 
in a settlement which is now known as 
the Provo Branch of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He was 
baptized Jan. 2, 1896, and the following 
June he was called to act as Superinten- 
dent of the Provo Sunday School, which 
position he held until his death, with full 
satisfaction to all the Saints and those 
in authority. 

At a Branch Conference, held at Provo, 
June 13, 1898, he was ordained an Elder. 


South Alabama Conference as a local 
Elder, he bid good-bye to his family and 
Saints Nov. 8, 1898. His companion dur- 
ing his Missionary experience and last 
days of sickness was Elder W. C. Carver, 
of Plain City, Utah. 

It was while engaged in this 3 
work that the Lord saw fit to take him 
from this mortal existence on the 23rd 


from home. Although where Elder Hale 
was taken sick there were no members 
of the church, yet the people in the neigh- 
borhood spared no pains in doing all they 
could to alleviate his suffering during his 
sickness, lasting about a week. Arrange- 
ments were made as soon as possible to 
have the body taken home, and after a 
tedious journey, partly by rail and partly 
by team, the home was reached about 
midnight last night. Of course it was a 
great shock to his wife and children, as 
well as the Saints. 

Funeral services were held at 12:30 to- 
day, Jan. 26, in the Provo Branch of the 
church. The meeting was presided over 
by Elder Lawrence Peterson. Appropriate 
remarks were made by Elders Butler, 
Carver and Peterson. Two of the local 
brethren rothers J. B. Hicks and 
8 ohnson) spoke of Brother 
work, as they had been 
pr asi associated with him in the Sunday 
School work. 

Brother Hale was beloved by all whe 
knew him, and his fre eat zeal in the Sun- 
* School work will long be remembered. 

e leaves a wife, two small gir's and 


many Saints and friends to mourn his 
loss. 


2 on the Kingdom of God. He went 


In response to a call to take a mission in 


day January, 1899, at 2 p. m., fifty miles 
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